
Initiatives undertaken prior to cyclone 
Mahasen making landfall in May 2013, 
highlighted how communications - SMS 
- supported early warning enabling the 
evacuation of over 1 million people from 
risky areas

1M
39 public service announcements on 
radio and television, in three language 
dialects, helped communities prepare 
for and recover from cyclone Mahasen. 
Produced for the Department of Disaster 
Management by BBC Media Action
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Map Sources: UNCS, ESRI, Natural Earth.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official 
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Map created in Sep 2013.

BANGLADESH

156,595,000
population

29% 71%

Urban Rural

36,500,000
internet users

23%
internet penetration

5,800,000
active Facebook users

4%
Facebook penetration

110,675,000
active mobile subscriptions

71%
subscription penetration

TECHNOLOGY

ACHIEVEMENTS/IMPACT 

18

Library of 137 common messages, 
covering communication on risk-
reduction, preparedness and response, 
drafted and agreed by government,  
UN agencies and the INGO humanitarian 
community

137

The Government-led Cyclone 
Preparedness Programme is a 
successful initiative spearheaded by 
50,000 volunteers

50,000

TV series “Amrai Pari” (Together we 
can do it), broadcast on BTV in summer 
2014, reached 15.8 million people. It 
encouraged communities to work together 
to be better prepared for natural disasters

15.8M

89 key people from 40 organizations 
trained in Lifeline communications by 
BBC Media Action aimed at improving 
communications with affected people

89
77% of internet users (over 28 million 
people) in Bangladesh have online access 
via their mobile phone. There are 110 
million active mobile subscriptions

77%

Community radio stations Lokobetar and Krishi Radio collaborated to produce “Ghure 
Daray” (Get back on your feet), broadcast daily following the cyclone and totaling 228 
minutes of original content across a three week period. Listeners reported increasing 
their knowledge, taking action in response to the programmes and sharing and 
encouraging others to do the same

GHURE DARAY

4.6 million people in rural Bangladesh 
are now listening to these radio stations

4.6M
14 community radios are now on air in 
Bangladesh

14
Another 18 community radio stations will 
be on-air by December 2014
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